Rheolytic thrombectomy in patients with massive pulmonary embolism: a report of two cases and review of literature.
We present two cases of massive pulmonary embolism with persistent systolic hypotension but both have contraindications for thrombolysis. Therefore, rheolytic thrombectomy using AngioJet was performed and immediate haemodynamic improvement was achieved including blood pressure and symptoms. According to guidelines, catheter embolectomy or fragmentation may be considered as alternative to surgical treatment in massive pulmonary embolism patients when thrombolysis is absolutely contraindicated or has failed. Percutaneous catheter-based interventional techniques include thrombus fragmentation, rheolytic thrombectomy, suction thrombectomy and rotational thrombectomy. With the existing literature review and our case, rheolytic thrombectomy for treatment of massive pulmonary embolism using AngioJet achieves a high procedural success rate (approximately 90%) n terms of improvement of haemodynamics, pulmonary perfusion and angiographic result but low complication rate.